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MINUTES OF CLIFFORD CHAMBERS AND MILCOTE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD BY 

ZOOM AT 7.45pm ON MONDAY 18th January 2021 
  

PRESENT:  Cllrs J Hall (Chairman), J Batchelor, L Baggett, M Hateley, J Tribe and R Wyles. 
SDC Cllr M Perteghella - 10 members of the public were present.   Clerk Karen Parnell 
 
Old Tramway Revived – Stratford to Shipston Cycle Path presentation 
 
Andy Fincham gave an extensive presentation to those present. 
Photographs route map and the ethos behind the plan were discussed and distributed. 
Andy would like to make progress by 26th May which is the 200th anniversary of the project. 
A PC representative was requested to become more involved in the scheme. 
Financial assistance and help with communications would be appreciated. 
 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

WCC Cllr Mike Brain 
  
2 FIFTEEN MINUTE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
Paul Southern of Clifford Garden Centre spoke regarding: 

•  
The building of the Third Lane outside the garden centre is progressing slowly 

  
• The construction of two extra buildings at the garden centre relating to the changes 

brought about Covid 19 in addition to the one permanent and one temporary building already 
constructed.  No progress as yet. 
 
Paul was thanked for his fast response regarding lighting emissions.  

May trees will be replaced in Clifford in due course.  Costs could be circa £ 1,000 and volunteers 
Will be required to plant.  Cllr Bachelor to lead.  A resident was thanked for offering trees.  
 
The PC was thanked for supplying Christmas lights and continuing the tradition in future years was 
Requested. 
 
Spoil heaps in an area near to the close are a cause for concern and Environmental Health have 
been asked to liaise with the developer. 
 
Chlorination within the water supply was a cause for concern 

  
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

None 
  
4 ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 16th November 2020 MEETING 
 Resolved a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman.  

 
5 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING / NEW MATTERS 

 
• Neighbourhood Plan Progress 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) decision notice was signed off by SDC on the 15th of December, 
just in time to give additional weight to our objections to the proposed SAP sites (Spitfire 
etc).  Currently, the referendum to adopt our NP is scheduled to take place on the 6th of 
May 2021, subject to COVID-19 restrictions being relaxed by then.  It will be very 
important that we demonstrate as much support as possible in the referendum.   
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• Flooding update 

We are still pushing WCC for more information regarding the work they will undertake to 
repair the collapsed drain under The Close.  This work will undoubtedly mean that The Close 
will be closed to vehicles while the work is underway.  We recognise that this will be very 
inconvenient to residents.  We will therefore do everything we can to ensure that 
sufficient notice is given, and the work is completed as quickly as possible.   
 
WCC update 18/01/21:  
We will be writing out to the residents of The Close, to inform them of the proposed works 
and to ask that make suitable provisions for access for the duration.  We hope to have 
these letters out by the 29th January.   Jeff is currently attempting to confirm a date 
from the contractors, to dig down onto the area in question and attempt a repair.  We will 
send further communication when the date is confirmed as well as the appropriate legal 
notice, as this will require a closure of the private road to all but pedestrian traffic. 
 

• Adult exercising equipment 
Item deferred to March PC meeting agenda 
 

• Village Voice – Communications 
Encouraging participation from the public needs further thought. 
Weather proof noticeboard covers and utilising the bus shelter are considerations.  
 

• PC approach to donations 
A formal process is required and a meeting will be facilitated to establish this. 
 

• Allotments 
A skip will be made available for the disposal of any unwanted items. Also, we will be 
communicating which structures need to be adjusted (these are principally be those 
positioned too closely to boundaries).  Also, we will be asking all allotment holders to sign an 
agreement which mirrors the terms of the Alscot agreement. We are confident that these 
steps will ensure we will all be able to enjoy the allotments for many, many years to come.  
It was highlighted the allotments must only be used for horticultural purposes. 

  
6 ANY MATTERS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Manuela Perteghella -     
Lockdown 3 
Elizabeth House 
The council physical offices at Elizabeth House in Stratford remain closed to the public for the 
foreseeable future. The District Council continues to provide its services to residents. The 
contact centre remains open for residents to speak by telephone to staff (during office hours) on 
01789 267575, via email: info@stratford-dc.gov.uk and you can access many services online at 
www.stratford.gov.uk  
  
During the lockdown, the following District Council services will remain open and operational: 
· Refuse and Recycling collections 
· Public toilets 
· Planning, Building Control, Private Sector Housing, Revenues and Benefits – although site visits 
will be limited 
· Environmental Health 
· Parks and open spaces 
· Play areas 
· CCTV 
· District Council Car Parks remain chargeable where applicable. 
 
However, outdoor gym equipment and the Council's leisure centres will be closed or suspended. 
 
Business Support Grants - The Government has just announced additional funding for businesses 
that have to close during this third lockdown. At time of writing, we are still waiting for more 
details on this and I will update you once we have more information and instructions (keep an eye 
on my FB page). My understanding is that if a business has already claimed under any of the  



Signed: __________________________  Dated: ______________________ 
 

110 

 
current and previous business support grant schemes, then the Council should be able to use the 
details they already have to make the payments. Again, if any local business has any query or has 
not applied to any of the previous schemes, please ask them to get in touch. 
 
Test and Trace Support Payment  
The Council is still administering this support payment which has been announced by the 
Government for residents who are struggling to self-isolate due to financial constraints.  
The scheme is currently to run until 31 January 2021.  This is the link to more details and to the 
application form: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/benefits-support/test-and-trace-support-payment.cfm  
 
Rapid Covid testing  
Rapid Covid testing for people without coronavirus symptoms has been rolled out in Stratford. 
The centre, which is being delivered in partnership with the Department of Health and Social 
Care, Warwickshire County Council, Stratford District Council, and a network of volunteers, aims 
to help us work towards returning life to as normal as possible. 
The tests are available for those without symptoms of Covid-19 at The Other Place (the Royal 
Shakespeare Company's studio theatre), Southern Lane, CV37 6BH.   
The tests are available for booking between 8.15am and 8pm, Monday to Friday and 10.15am to 
4pm on Saturday and Sunday and can be used weekly. 
  
Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople SPD Public Consultation 
The Council is running a 6 weeks public consultation on the draft Supplementary Planning Document 
between 7th January and 19 February 2021. This SPD is one of a number of SPDs that 
accompanies the Core Strategy, and provides detailed advice and guidance to applicants when 
submitting planning applications relating to Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
accommodation. Once adopted it will be used by the Council to help reach decisions on whether to 
approve or refuse planning applications. 
 
The consultation draft sets out the need for additional permanent accommodation within the 
District and identifies areas where new Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites may 
be suitable, subject to planning permission, as well as guidance on what any new sites should look 
like in respect of their design and layout. 
The Core Strategy (July 2016) identifies two broad locations across the District within which new 
sites and yards will be preferred. These broad areas are: Broad Location 1 – the ‘Avon Valley’ 
outside of the Green Belt; Broad Location 2 – the remainder of the District, but outside the 
Cotswolds AONB. 
This SPD does not allocate land for new permanent sites as this can only be done through a higher-
level policy document. Indeed, the Council has started work on a Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan and 
is currently exploring options to identify new permanent sites, and a call for sites have been 
announced to this regard.  
You can view and comment on the consultation documents online  
www.stratford.gov.uk/gandt-spd 
 
Motion for a Declaration of a Biodiversity Emergency  
At the full Council meeting on 19th October, my group leader Cllr Susan Juned and I proposed a 
motion to act on the biodiversity crisis, calling for Council policy to promote an increase in areas 
rich in habitats and ensuring sustainable and significant biodiversity gain from new developments. 
We also called on the Council to designate more Local Green Spaces to meet the desire for 
communities to be able to access nature for health and wellbeing. This motion was presented to 
the Cabinet with the officers’ reports on the 7th December. Together with Cllr Juned, I spoke at 
Cabinet meeting on the 7th December in support of the biodiversity motion. The officers' report - 
to reject the motion - came back to Cabinet, which sadly decided to recommend a rejection of the 
motion to Full Council (14 December). While I’m disappointed by this decision, we shall continue to 
work towards making our district greener, healthier and happier. Both Cllr Juned and I sit on the 
Climate Change Panel so will be looking at other ways to recover, protect and enhance our 
biodiversity. Recommending the motion for acceptance would have sent a clear message to 
Westminster with regards to the government’s White Paper on Planning Reforms, but also would 
have committed the Council to a local biodiversity plan for our district.  
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Proposed changes to parking charges 
In the papers for the Cabinet’s meeting on the 11th January there are recommendations for 
significant changes to parking in district council car parks. The changes proposed include 
increased charges in Stratford upon Avon, the complete removal of the pensioners' concession 
permits and potential charges for some of the car parks that are currently free. Bearing in mind 
the battering our high streets are taking at the moment this hardly seems an appropriate time for 
these changes.  These proposals agreed by Cabinet will now be subject to consultation.  
 
Green Bin Collections 
From 1st April charging for green bin garden waste collection is to go ahead. The proposed charge 
of £40 had been deferred from earlier in 2020, after widespread opposition. This decision by the 
Council predates my election, but I know that my colleagues opposed this  
change as we believed that the charge was a fund-raising exercise not justified by the financial 
position. We are also concerned about the impact charging may have on the volume of garden 
waste which is recycled, and the pressure on local recycling centres. 
 
If residents want to keep having their green waste collected they can sign up between 11 January 
and 28 February for a first year’s discount of £5, to £35 for the year. They can sign up following 
the link www.stratford.gov.uk/gardenwaste  or by calling 01789 260628. 
 
Preferred Options Site Allocation Plan (SAP) October 2020  
This version of the SAP (Preferred Options version) proposed 4 Reserve Housing Sites for 
Clifford Chambers. I have objected to the 3 sites CLIF A, CLIF B and CLIF.D for various planning 
reasons, including adverse impact on the village character and identity, green buffer, flood risk, 
highway issues. The community of Clifford Chambers and Milcote, working with the Parish Council 
has identified a reserve housing site in their Neighbourhood Plan, which has now been 
recommended for Referendum. This means that the Neighbourhood Plan is now in its advanced 
stages, should have weight in the planning decision making process, and therefore the SAP must 
make sure the reserve site is that which is supported in the NP. 
The SAP, with any applicable amendments resulting from the public consultation, should be 
presented to the Cabinet meeting in February and after this to Full Council. There will be further 
consultation on the final draft (Proposed Submission version) next year before the Plan is 
submitted to the Government for examination to check that it is fit for purpose.  
 
Cllr Manuela Perteghella    Email: Manuela.perteghella@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
Mob. 07870488071   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford 
 
The PC thanked Manuela for her work regarding the Site Allocations Plan and congratulated 
Her on her success preserving Meon Woods. 
Cllr Batchelor highlighted concerns regarding the allocation of green bins which Manuela will 
endeavour to address with SDC. 
 
ANY MATTERS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Mike Brain –  
In these uncertain times WCC works program for minor repairs and new infrastructure has slowed 
down, because of COVID-19. I know this is frustrating, but there is very little I can do to 
expedite plans already in the system until things start to get back to normal, whenever that might 
be, therefore I have decided, that reporting on Roads, Footpaths, Recent Floods etc is less 
important than the real threat of COVID-19 to our normal way of life, thats why I want to use 
this space to give my condolences and thoughts to those families who have lost loved ones and 
been effected in other ways. 
 
My sincere thanks, and gratitude go to those people on the frontline at the NHS , Teachers, 
Police, Local Volunteers , Food-banks and the wider helpers in our community who are doing their 
best to keep us safe and well. A huge THANK YOU��� 
 
Not forgetting all Local Authority Staff and Councillors who have been working nonstop to 
safeguard all of us especially the more vulnerable in our society. Thank You. 
I know all too well how difficult it is to cope with yet another lockdown , but if we are to beat this 
terrible pandemic WE Must adhere to the advice and rules imposed on us.  
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This doesn’t detract from my normal works program and liaison with my Localities Officers. On a 
personal note . We have had two cases of COVID in my family, which has caused us to isolate. Our 
Grand-daughter and Daughter in Law who is a nurse on A COVID Ward at Warwick Hospital. 
 
On a different matter : I was pleased to hear this story on 3rd January where a local Parish 
Councillor in my division on his daily walk spotted an HGV in a lay-by , which on his return shortly 
afterwards noticed, that the driver had dumped all his rubbish from his cab in the lay-by. Being a 
very keen and observant Councillor he had noted the HGVs Company details, which he used to 
contact them. They were apologetic and pledged £200 to a local fund for sick children. The 
Councillor cleared up and disposed of the rubbish as well. Well Done. 
Please use this example to Name and Shame this Anti-Social Behaviour when witnessed . 
These are still being progressed in my division : - 
 
A) Reconstruction of footpaths Welford on Avon & Damaged Verges Chapel Close 
B) Build-out ( Chicanes ) Long Marston. 
C) Assessment of Road Safety Features at Luddington , Clifford Chambers, where WCC Officers 
have had constructive dialogue with Parish Councillors , Residents and myself. 
D) Bridge Repairs at Bidford on Avon and assessment of other highway issues. 
E) Repairs to footpath at Dorsington village centre. 
 
As always you can report highways issues on line at www.Warwickshire.gov.uk and follow the link ( 
Copy to Me )All other Press Releases are available including all updates Local and National on 
COVID-19 . 
 
On a personal note I was disappointed as the former SDC portfolio holder ( 2007/2019 ) for 
Technical & Community Services to see proposals to increase parking fees, scrap the OAP’s 
concessionary parking scheme( Subject to a six week consultation) and introduce green waste 
fees, which as always been a discretionary service supplied at a significant cost to SDC and rate 
payers alike, which other adjoining authorities-have been charging sometime for, so this was 
inevitable. 
 
I suppose it’s also inevitable, that we will all have to pay locally and nationally for the cost of 
COVID-19 through increase in WCC & SDC Council Tax, Policing and Police and Crime Commissioner 
, which will cause more pressures on the less well off, but sadly this will be unavoidable. 
Let’s all hope and pray we get back to some normality soon � 
 
IF I CAN ASSIST IN ANYWAY . PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL OR EMAIL ME 
Kind Regards Mike 

  
7 FLOODS / EMERGENCY COMMITTEE  

Not required 
  
8 PLANNING MATTERS 

 
Application(s) reference: 20/03232/FUL 
Proposed : Replace existing front living room projection with new larger living room 
projection combined with porch and replace bay window to bedroom 1 with small extension. 
At : 2 The Bungalows , The Nashes, Clifford Chambers, CV37 8JE  
For : Mr & Mrs Chris Danes  
 
Application(s) reference: 20/03622/TREE 
Proposed : HB1 - himalayan birch - Remove 2 lowest lateral branches overhanging 
pavement, target pruning back to suitable branch collar. Branches are approx. 8M long 
B1 - beech - Target prune 4 branch "stubs" back to collar on main stems previously cut from 
allotment side without permission. 
At : Prospect House , Main Street, Clifford Chambers, CV37 8HX  
For : Mr Anton Denham-Bailey Trees N Gardens Limited 
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Application(s) reference: 20/03646/TREE 
Proposed : T1 and T2 - conifers - Remove 
At : Orchard House , Main Street, Clifford Chambers, CV37 8HX  
For : Mrs Belinda Littleton  

  
9 TO RECEIVE ANY CORRESPONDENCE 

None 
  
10 FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 

To set the precept for 2021/22 -  Agreed to be set at £8000.00  
Proposed Cllr Hall Seconded Cllr Hateley 
 
To approve payment of following accounts: 

 Clarity Innovative Solutions (G Suite) £ 202.00 
Mike Hill Graphics (NP) £ 294.00 
Clifford Chambers Village Hall (Meetings) £ 80.00 

 

   
11 MATTERS OF INTEREST 

None 
  
12 MATTERS FOR NEXT AGENDA / DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

15th March 2021 at 6.45pm 
Items: To be notified to clerk before 1st March 2021  
Meeting closed: 8.45pm 
 

 


